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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, BEXP, BU 

SUBJECT: AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS-BULGARIA 
REE: SOEIA 0710 

1 . LATE SPRING RAINS WHICH HAD BROKEN LONG DRY SPELL 
(REETEL) HAVE CONTINUED THROUGH ALL OF MAY AND THREAT 
TO BULGARIAN AGRICULTURE HAS SHIETED FROM DROUGHT TO 
SURPLUS. 

2. IN RECENT TRIPS WEST OF SOFIA EMBASSY OEFICERS HAVE 
NOTED THAT BISTRICA AND NISHTAVA RIVERS ARE OVER 
BANKS AND FLOODING SURROUNDING LAND, CONDITION WHICH IS 
REPORTED TO EXIST THROUGHOUT THE STRUMA WATERSHED. 
HEAVEY RAINS THROUGHOUT MAY CAN BE EXPECTED TO INCREASE 
RUNOFF BUT SHOULD ALSO HAVE DONE MUCH TO RAISE WATER 
TABLE LEVELS IN PLOVDIV AND PLEVEN REGIONS. MORE IM- 
PORTANTLY, ESPECIALLY FOR ENERGY SITUATION, RAINS 
APPEAR TO HAVE BROUGHT RESERVOIR LEVELS IN SOFIA 
REGION TO NEAR NORMAL. 
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3. HEAVY RAINS HAVE, HOWEVER, HAD DELETERIOUS EEFECT 
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ON FRUIT AND VEGETABLE CROP. FIRST HARVESTING OE 
CHERRIES WHICH SHOULD, ACCORDING TO TRADITION, BE 
AVAILABLE MAY 24 HAS BEEN DELAYED. ONE BULGARIAN 
AGRONOMIST TOLD EMOFF THAT "SERIOUS DAMAGE" HAD BREN 
DONE TO PEACH AND APRICOT CROPS IN SLIVEN DISTRICT. 
BULGARIA, OF COURSE, DEPENDS HEAVILY ON EXPORT OF 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES AS SOURCE OE HARD CURRENCY 
BUT IF PAST PRACTICE HOLDS, CAN SIMPLY DIVERT SUPPLIES 
DESTINED FOR DOMESTIC MARKET TO MAKE UP ANY DEFICIT 
THAT MAY EXIST FOR EXPORT MARKET. 

HERZ 
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